


The first text is a selection from Bruno Munari’s book Design is Art. The second

text will be of your choosing. Perhaps an excerpt from an essay you’ve read

before, the transcript from a favorite TED Talk, a bit of history, or sourced

from a selection of provided texts will be equal to the “value” of the primary

text. You decide. Additional content consisting of varied levels of information

must be included. The varied levels may include but are not limited to,

biographical information, footnotes, annotations, and call-outs that enhance the

reader’s understanding of the primary text. 

The first text is a selection from Bruno Munari’s book Design is Art. The second

text will be of your choosing. Perhaps an excerpt from an essay you’ve read

before, the transcript from a favorite TED Talk, a bit of history, or sourced

from a selection of provided texts will be equal to the “value” of the primary

text. You decide. Additional content consisting of varied levels of information

must be included. The varied levels may include but are not limited to,

biographical information, footnotes, annotations, and call-outs that enhance the

reader’s understanding of the primary text. 

The Brief



This book will serve as a visual and conceptual dialogue between two distinct

design philosophies—one rooted in technical constraints and digital precision (My

Life in Typefaces), and the other in artistic expression and human-centered

design (Bruno Munari – Design as Art). The theme explores the tension between

structure and creativity, reflecting how designers navigate constraints,

function, and aesthetics. It presents a contrast between rigid bitmap typography

and historic, humanist print design, creating a reading experience that itself

embodies the ideas within the texts.
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Concept Overview



Readers experience the

evolution from function-

driven design toward a more

integrated, aesthetic

philosophy.

The structure reinforces

the content: the design of

the book mirrors the

conversation inside it.

It’s an invitation to see

design not as divided

between "useful" and

"beautiful" but as a living

language shaped by time,

need, and imagination.
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The Experience



Part 1
the Text

Understanding



Design as Art
Bruno Munari
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Part 2
the Text

Understanding



My Life in Typefaces
Matthew Carter
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Ideation
Similarities

Differences

Middle ground



While studying My Life in
Typefaces and Design as Art, I
discovered that both texts,

though vastly different in

focus, revolve around a common

tension: the balance between

functional needs and artistic

expression in design.
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The Discovery



Design is often seen as

either technical or

creative; this book shows

it is both.

Understanding design

evolution helps creators

make intentional,

thoughtful work today.

It reveals how constraints

(technological or

philosophical) are not

limitations, but starting

points for creativity.
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Why  Does
This Matter?



Exposed Coptic
Stitching 

6" x 9"

110 pages
(55 spreads)

Specs



The
Typefaces



Design as Art



My Life in Typefaces



Color
Palette



Black

Light Steel Blue Royal Blue Midnight Blue

White
CMYK: 0,0,0,100

Dark Slate Blue
CMYK: 68,43,0,55 CMYK: 30,20,0,9 CMYK: 80,63,0,22 CMYK: 52,69,0,60

CMYK: 0,0,0,0



Composition
Explorations







Presentation
Imagery





Cover
Concept



Mimic a computer
Front Cover: Screen
Back Cover: Backside with ports

90 lbs. index paper sandwiched
between transparency films

1/4" overhang

Specs





Centered text

Industrial Margins
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